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2. Tobiafs; to dire£b to cither fide. 

Heav’n forgive them, that fo much have fway’d 
Your majefty’s good thoughts away from me. Sbakefpeare. 

I took your hands; but was, indeed. 

Sway'd from the point, by looking down onCasfar. Shakef. 

The only way t’ improve our own, 

By dealing faithfully with none; 

As bowls run true by being made 

On purpofe falfe, and to be fway'd. Hudibras. 

3. To govern; to rule; to overpower ; to influence. 

The lady’s mad ; yet if ’twere fo. 

She could not fway her houfe, command her followers, 
With fuch a fmooth, difcrcet, and liable bearing. Sbakefp. 

The will of man is by his reafon Jway'd ; 

And reafon fays, you are the worthier maid. Sbakefpeare. 

On Europe thence, and where Rome was to Jway 
The world. Milton s Paradife Lojl. 

A gentle nymph, not far from hence, 

That with moift curb J-ways the fmooth Severn flream, 
Sabrina is her name. Milton . 

Take heed left paflion fway 
Thy judgment to do ought, which elfc free will 
Would not admit. Milton's Paradife lojl. 

The judgment is fwoyed by paflion, and Itored with lubri¬ 
cous opinions, inllead of clearly conceived truths. Glanv. 
This was the race 

To fway the world, and land and fca fubdue. Dryden. 

With thefe I went. 

Nor idle flood with unaflifting hands, 

When favage beafts, and mens more favage bands. 

Their virtuous toil fubdu’d ; yet thofe I fway d 
With pow’rful fpecch : I fpoke, and they obey’d. Dryden. 
When examining thefe matters, let not temporal and little 
advantages fway you againfl a more durable interefl. TiUotfon. 
To Swa v. v. n. 

1. To hang heavy; to be drawn by weight. 

In thefe perfonal refpe&s, the balance /ways on our part. Bac. 

2. To have weight; to have influence. 

The example of fundry churches, for approbation of one 
thing, doth fway much ; but yet ftill as having the force of an 
example only, and not of a law. Hooker. 

3. To bear rule ; to govern. 

The mind I fway by, and the heart I bear. 

Shall never fagg with doubt, nor fhakc with fear. Sbakefp. 

Had’ft thou J'wayd as kings Ihould do, 

They never then had fprung like fummer flies. Sbakefp. 
Aged tyranny fivays not as it hath power, but as it is luf- 
fered. Sbakefp. King Lear. 

Here thou {halt monarch reign; 

There did’ft not: there let him ftill v\&orfiuaj, Milton. 

Sway. n.f. [from the verb.] 

1. The fwing or fweep of a weapon. 

To ftrike with huge two-handed fway. Alii ton. 

2. Any thing moving with bulk and power. 

Are not you mov’d, when all the fway of earth 
Shakes like a thing unfirm ? Sbak. fulius Cttfar. 

Expert 

When to advance, or ftand, or turn the fway . ., 

Of battle. Ali/ton. 

3. Power; rule; dominion. 

This fort had fome fear that the filling up the feats in the 
confiftory, with fo great number of laymen, was but topleafe 
the minds of the people, to the end they might drink dieir 
own fway fomewhar. Hooker. 

In the end, very few excepted, all became fubje£l to the 
fway of time: other odds there was none, faving that fome 
fell fooner, and fome later, from the foundnefs of belief. Hook. 
Only retain 

The name and all th' addition to a king; 

The fway, revenue, execution of th’ hell. 

Beloved fons, be yours. Shakef. King Lear. 

Her father counts it dangerous 
That file Ihould give her l'orrow fo much fway. 

And in his wifdom haftes our marriage, 

To flop the inundation of her tears. Sbakefpeare. 

Too truly Tamerlane’s fucceflors they ; 

Each thinks a world too little tor his fway. Dryd. Aurengv.. 

When vice prevails, and impious men bear jway, 

The poft of honour is a private ftation. Addifon’s Cato. 

4. Influence; diredlion. 

An evil mind in authority doth not only follow the fway of 
the defires already within it, but frames to itfclf new defires, 
not before thought of. Sidney. 

They rufb alone, the rattling woods give way, 

The branches bend before their fweepy jway. Dryden. 
To SWEAR, v. n. preter. fwore or ft'are ; part, pafi .fworn. 

[ j war an, Gothick ; jpejuan, Saxon ; fweeren , Dutch.] 
j, fo obteft fome fuperiour power; to utter an oath. 

If a man vow a vow unto the Lord, or Jiweur an oath to 
bind his foul with a bond, he fhall not break his word. Nuni. 
Thee, thee an hundred languages fhall claim, 

And favage Indians fwear by Anna’s name. Ticket, 
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2. To declare or promife upon oath. 

W e fhall have old Jwear/ng 
That they did give the rings away to men; 

But we’ll outface them, and outfweai them too. Sbakeft 
I gave my love a ring, and made him fwear " J 
Never to part with it; and here he flatuls, 

I dare he fworn for him, he would not leave it 
Nor pluck it from his finger. 01 . , 

I would have kept my word ; vP rar t. 

But, when I /wear, it is irrevocable. Shakef Hem VI 
Jacob faid, fwear to me ; and he Jware unto him \ ‘ 
Bacchus taken at Rhodes by Demetrius Poliorcetes wpl 
he fo efteemed, that, as Plutarch reports, he ;ware lie had 
lofe all his father’s images than that table. cr 

3. To give evidence upon oath. 

At what eafe 

Might corrupt minds procure knaves as corrupt 
To/u/^r-againfl you? Sbak. Hn,y\ HI 

4. 1 o obtelt the great name profanely. 

Bccaufe of Jwearing the land mourneth. 

Obey thy parents, keep thy word juftly ; 

Swear not. Shakef King tear 

None fo nearly difpofed to fcoffing at religion as thofe v .|,o 
have accuftomed thcmfelves to Jwear on trifling occaCons. 7 H; 
To Swear, v.a. . 

1. To put to an oath. 

Mofes took the bones of Jofcph; for he bad fliaiilv Kuen 
the children of Ifrael. Px. x\\i ,n 

Sworn afhore, man, like a duck; I can fwim like a duck 
I’ll be/worn. Shake]pure's Ttmpf. 

Let me fwear you all to fccrccy; 

And, to conceal my fhame, conceal my life. Dryden. 

2. To declare upon oath. 

3. To obteft by an oath. 

Now by Apollo, king, thou fwearfi thy gods in vain. 

--O vaflai ! mifcrcant! Shakejpeare. 

Swf/a her. n.f. [isomjwear.} A wretch who obtefls the great 
name wantonly and profanely. 

And muft they all be hang’d that fwear and lie? 

-Every one. 

-Who muft han't them? 



J er ' xxiii. 10. 


-Why, the honeft men. 


—Then the liars and /wearers are fools; for there are liars and 
/wearers enow to beat the boneft men and hang them up. Sbak. 

Take not his name, who made thy mouth, in vain: 

It gets thee nothing, and hath no excufe: 

Luft and wine plead a plcafure, avarice a gain; 

But the cheap fwearer through his open fluice 
I^ets his foul run for nought. Herbert. 

Of all men a philofopher fhould be no f nearer ; for an oath, 
which is the end of controvcrfies in law, cannot determine 
any here, where reafon only muft induce, Bravo. 

It is die opinion of our moil refined /wearers, that the fame 
oath or curfe cannot, conliftently with true politenefs, be re¬ 
peated above nine times in the fame company by the lame per- 
fon. Swift's Poiite Convefatan. 

SWEAT, n.f. [j-pear, Saxon ; fweet , Dutch.J 

1. The matter evacuated at the pores by heat or labour. 

Sweat is fait in tafle; for that part of the nourifbment 
which is frefh and fweet, turncth into blood and flelb; ani ^ 
the jweat is that part which is excerned. Bo.cn. 

Some infcnfible effluvium, exhaling out of the fione, conics 
to be checked and condenfed by the air on the fuperficiesof it, 
as it happens to fweat on the fkins of animals. , B°r 1 ' 

Soft on the flow’ry herb 1 found me laid 
In balmy fweat. Miltcn . 

When Lucilius brandifhes his pen, 

And flafiies in the face of guilty men, 

A cold jweat ftands in drops on ev’ry parr. 

And rage fuccccds to tears, revenge to fmart. Dnit.n. 
Sweat is produced by changing the b-lance between! e 
fluids and folids, in which health confifts, fo as that P r<> . ,cC ‘ 1: 
motion of the fluids overcome the refiftance of the folids. ' • 

2. Labour; toil; drudgery. 

This painful labour of abridging was not eafy, Nit a m 
ter of fweat and watching. lAIac- »• 2 

The field < .... 

To labour calls us, now with fweat impos’d. 

What from Johnfon's oil and fweat did flow’, 

Or what more ealy nature did bellow 
On Shakefpeare’s gentler muie, in thcc lull grown 
Their graces both appear. 

3. Evaporation of moifture. c robe 

Beans give in the mow’; and therefore thole that are ^ 
kept are not to be th rallied ’till March, that they >... 

thorough fweat in the mow. Mortmy s ‘^ 

To Sweat, v. n. preterite fwct,fweatcd\ partierp. P a ‘ •, w 
[from the noun.] 

1. 1 o be moift on the body with heat or labour. 

Shall I fay to you, 

Let them be free, marry them to your heirs .fpjpnr 
Why fweat they under but Jens? Sbak. ..etreb- / 
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Miflrcfs Page at the door, Sweating and blowing, and look- 
I, wilJly, would needs Ipcak with you. Shakejpeare. 

n! “ When he was brought again to the bar, to hear 
His knell rung out, his judgment, he was flirr’d 
With fuch an agony, ho Jweat extremely. Sbak. H. V 111. 
About this time in autumn, there reigned in the city and 
rher parts of th- kingdom a difeafe then new ; which, of the 
accidents and manner thereof they called the /writing fick- 
act Bacon s Henry VII. 


lids. 


Cowley. 


Milton. 


Waller. 


A young tall fquire 

Did from the camp at firft before him eo; 

At firft he did, but fcarcc could follow ftrait, 

Sweating beneath a fhield’s unruly weight. 

2 To toil; to labour; to drudge. 

•How the drudging goblin fwet 
To earn his cream-bowl duly fet; 

When in one night, ere glimpfe of morn, 

His fhadowy fluff hath threfh’d the corn. 

Our author, not content to lee 
That others write as carelefsly as he; 

Though he pretends not to make things complete. 

Yet, to pleafe you, he’d have the poets fweat. 

0 To emit moifture. 

J Wahl foots will fweat fo that they will run with water. 

Bacon. 

In cold evenings there will be a moifture or fwtating upon 
thcflool. _ . Mo, tuner. 

T o Sweat, v. a. To emit as fweat. 

Greafc that’s Jweaten 
From the murtherer’s gibbet, throw 

Into the flame. Sbidcfpcare's Macbeth. 

For him the rich Arabia fweats her gum. Dryden. 

Swea'ter. n f. [from fweat ] One who lwcats. 

Swea'ty. adj. [from fweat.] 

j. Covered with fweat; moift with fweat. 

The rabblcmcnt houted and dap’d their chop’d hands, and 
threw up their fweaty night-caps. Shakeip. Julius Cet/ar. 

A fu/caty reaper from his tillage brought 
Firft-fruits, the green ear, and the yellow fhcaf, Ahlton. 

2. Coniiflingof fweat. 

And then, fo nice, and fo genteel, 

Such cleanlinefs from head to heel; 

No humours grofs, or frowfy fleams. 

No noifome whiffs, or fweaty flreams. Swift. 

3. Laborious; toilfome. 

• Thofe who labour 

The fweaty forge, who edge the crooked feythe. 

Bend ftubborn ftcel, and harden gleemng armour, 
Acknowledge Vulcan’s aid. Prior. 

To Sweep, v.a. [ypapan, Saxon.] 

1. To drive away with a befom. 

2. To clean with a befom. 

What woman, having ten pieces of filver, if fhe lofe one, 
doth not fweep the houfe, and leek diligently ’till fhe find it ? 

Lu. xv. 8. 

3. To carry with pomp. 

I^et frantick Talbot triumph for a while. 

And, like a peacock, Jweep along his tail. Sbak. H. VI. 

4. To drive or carry off with celerity and violence. 

- Though I could. 

With barefac’d power, fweep him from my fight. 

And bid my v/iii avouch it; yet I muft not. ~ Sbakefpeare. 
The river of Kifhon fwept them away. fied. cs v. 

The bluftering winds ftriving for vi&ory, fwept the fnow 
from oiF the tops of rhofe high mountains, and call it down 
• unto the plains in fuch abundance, that the Turks lay as men 
buried alive. Knelles’s Hiflorj of the Turks. 

Flying bullets now 
To execute his rage appear too flow; 

They mifs or /weep but common fouls away; 

For fuch a lofs Opdam his life muft pay. ' Waller. 

My looking is the fire of peftilcnce,” 

T hat fweeps at once the people and the prince. Dryden. 
I have already fwept the Hakes, and with the common good 
fortune of profperous gameffers can be content to fit. Dryd h. 
Is this the man who drives me before him 
T'ti the world s rid^., and fweeps me off' like rubbifh ? Dryd. 

Fool! time no change of motion knows; 

With equal fpeed the torrent flows 

To jweep fame, pow’r, and wealth away : 

1 he piilt is all by death pofleff. 

And frugal fate that guards the reft. 

By giving, bids them live, to day. Fenton 

A duke holding in a great many hands, drew a hu»e heap 
of gold; but never obferved a fharper, who under his arm 
Jwrpt a great deal of it into his hat. g w ;e t 

5 - J o p„fs over with celerity and force, 
b. T o rub over. 

Their long defeending train 

WTth rubies cdg’J, and fapphires fwept the plain. Dryden. 
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7. To ftrike with long ftrokc. 

Dcfcend ye nine ; del'ccnd and fing; 

The breathing inllruments infpire, 

Wake into voice each filent firing. 

And fweep the founding lyre. Pope. 

To Sweep, v. n. 

1. To pafs with violence, tumult, or fvviftnefs. 

Haflc me to know it, that I with wings as fwift 
As meditation or the thoughts of love 

May fweep to my revenge. Sbakefpeare. 

A poor man that opprefleth the poor, is like a fweeping rain 
which leaveth no food. Prov. xxviii. iii. 

Before tempeftuous winds arife, 

Stars fhooting through the darknelsgild the night 

With /weeping glories and long; trails of light. Dryden . 

2. To pafs with pomp ; to pafs with an equal motion. 

She fweeps it through the court with troops of ladies. 
More like an emprefs than duke Humphrey's wife. Sbak. 

In gentle dreams I often will be by, 

And Jweep along before your clofing eye. Dryden. 

3. To move with a long reach. 

Nor always errs; for oft the gauntlet draws 
A Jive ping ftrokc along the crackling jaws. Dryden. 

Sweep, n.f. [from the verb.] 

1. T’he ail of fweeping. 

2. The compafs of any violent or continued motion. 

A door drags when by its ill hanging on its hinges, or by 
the ill boarding of the room the bottom edge of the door rides 
in its fweep upon the floor. M xon's Meehan. Exercife. 

Lion-hearted Richard like a torrent fwcll’d 
With wintry tempefts, that difdains all mounds. 

Breaking away impetuous, and involves 

Within its fivtep, trees, houfes, men. Philip!. 

3: Violent deflruiltion. 

In countries fubjctfl to great epidemical fweeps, men may 
live very long, but where the proportion of the chronical dif- 
temper is great, it is not likely to be fo. Graunt. 

4. Direilion of any motion not reftiiinear. 

Having made one incifion a little circularly, begin a fecond, 
bringing it with an oppofite fweep to meet the other. Sharp. 

Svvee'pings. n.f. [from fweep.'] That which is fwept 2way. 
Should this one broomftick enter the fccne, covered with 
duft, though the fyueepings of the fineft lady’s chamber, we 
fhould defpife its vanity. Swift, 

Swee'pnet. n.f. [fweep and net.] A net that takes in a great 
compafs. 

She was a fweepnet for the Spanifli {hips, which happily fell 
into her net. Camden. 

Swee'pstake. n.f. [fweep and flake.} A man that wins 
all. 

Is’t writ in your revenge. 

That fwecpjlake you will draw both friend and foe. 

Winner and lofer. Sbakefpeare. 

Swer'py. adj. [from fweep.} Pafflng with great fpeed and vio¬ 
lence over a great compafs at once. 

They rufh along, the rattling woods give way. 

The branches bend before their fiveepy fway. ’ Dr.den. 

Sweet, adj. [ypete, ihax.foet, Dutch.] 

1. Pleafing to any fenfe. 

Sweet exprelfes the plea flint perceptions of almoft every fenfe: 
fugar is fweet, but it hath not the flmie fweetnefs .s mufick; 
nor hath mufick the fweetnefs of a rofe, and a Iweet profpedt 
differs from them all: nor yet have any of th- fe the fame 
fweetnefs as difeourfe, counfel, or meditation hath; yet the 
royal Pfalmift faith of a man, wc took fweet counfel together; 
and of God, my meditation of him fhall be fweet. Watts. 

2. Lufcious to the tafte. 

This honey tafted ftill is ever fweet. Davies. 

3. Fragrant to the fmcll. 

Balm his foul head with warm diftilled waters, 

And burn fweet wood to make the lodging fweet. Sbakefp. 
Where a rainbow hangeth over or toucheth, there hreath- 
exhea fweet fmell; for that this happeneth but in certain mat¬ 
ters which have fome fweetnefs which the dew of the rainbow 
draweth forth. Bac n. 

Shred very {mall with thimeyiiwf-margory and a little win¬ 
ter fayoury. Wal on's Angler. 

I he balmy zephyrs, filent fince her death, 

Lament the ceafing of a 'Jweiter breath. Poi’e. 

I he (freets with treble voices ring, 

I o fell the bounteous product of the fpring; 

SiUA'/.fmelling flow'rs, and elders early bud. G.iy. 

4. Melodious to the ear. 

l he dulcimer, all organs of fweet flop. Mi ton 

Her fpeech is grac’d with five, ter found 
Than in another's fong is found. Walla- 

No more the flreams their murmurs fhall forbear 
A fweeter mufick than their own to hear; 

But tell the reeds, and tell the vocal fhore’, 

Fair Daphne s dead, and mntirlr it 


aphne's dead, and muiick is no more. 
2 


Pope. 


5. Pleafing 



samuel Johnson A Dictionary of the English Language London, 1755 the warnock library Octavo 









































































































































































































































































































































